Little Beaver Creek, OH

By Mary Reed, photos by Attila Horvath

Dip your paddle into Little Beaver
Creek and learn what a Wild and
Scenic designation means. Add in State Park trail map
easy canoe camping and you've got a | view all destinations
good spring day or two on the river.

View Little Beaver Creek

“It’s one of the few rivers in the area
where you can really get away from
the roads, and there’s very little
development along the river,” says
Todd Metz, assistant park manager
for Beaver Creek State Park, “It gives
you an idea of what a primitive river
would have been like.”

Run the classic section of the creek
by putting in at Gaston’s Mill in the
center of the park and floating down
to the primitive group camp site for a
quick 3 %2 miles. If there’s enough
flow extend your trip by putting in at
the designated parking/put in by the
Elkton post office, just upstream from a great blue heron
rookery, or continue past the group camp to the town of
Fredericktown (ask around before parking so your car doesn’t
get towed).

Keep your eyes open for the plentiful big birds along the river
— the Little Beaver Creek has been named an Important Bird
Area by the Audubon Society — including bald eagles, great
horned and barred owls, plus nesting mergansers. Though it's


http://www.getoutzine.com/files/node_images/beb96005e27dcc49.jpg
http://www.getoutzine.com/files/node_images/da031ab751ac8d42.jpg
http://www.getoutzine.com/files/node_images/b8e7760f44e8f9af.jpg
http://www.getoutzine.com/files/node_images/c54dd30860201c42.jpg
http://www.getoutzine.com/files/node_images/24c038c8b3e423e1.gif
http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/Portals/2/parkmaps/beavercreekparkmap.pdf
http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/Portals/2/parkmaps/beavercreekparkmap.pdf
http://getoutzine.com/taxonomy/term/7
http://www.getoutzine.com/taxonomy/term/6
http://www.getoutzine.com/taxonomy/term/7
http://www.getoutzine.com/taxonomy/term/1
http://www.getoutzine.com/taxonomy/term/9
http://www.getoutzine.com/taxonomy/term/11
http://www.getoutzine.com/taxonomy/term/41
http://www.getoutzine.com/taxonomy/term/13
http://www.getoutzine.com/taxonomy/term/3
http://www.getoutzine.com/taxonomy/term/48
http://www.getoutzine.com/maps_downloads
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/04/01/month/all/all/1
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/12/month
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/06/01/month/all/all/1
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/1/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/2/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/3/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/4/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/5/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/6/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/7/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/8/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/9/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/10/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/11/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/12/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/13/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/14/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/15/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/16/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/17/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/18/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/19/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/20/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/21/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/22/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/23/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/24/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/25/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/26/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/27/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/28/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/29/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/30/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/event/2010/05/31/day
http://www.getoutzine.com/user/login
http://www.getoutzine.com/node/1352
http://www.getoutzine.com/node/1352
http://www.getoutzine.com/node/1358
http://www.getoutzine.com/node/1360
http://www.getoutzine.com/node/1360
http://www.getoutzine.com/node/1361
http://www.getoutzine.com/node/1361
http://www.getoutzine.com/node/1362
http://www.getoutzine.com/node/1362
http://www.getoutzine.com/node/1363
http://www.getoutzine.com/node/1363
http://www.getoutzine.com/node/1364
http://www.getoutzine.com/node/1364
http://www.getoutzine.com/node/1365
http://www.getoutzine.com/node/1365
http://www.getoutzine.com/node/1366
http://www.getoutzine.com/node/1366
http://www.getoutzine.com/node/1371
http://www.getoutzine.com/node/1371
http://www.getoutzine.com/ad/redirect/71/t15/
http://www.getoutzine.com/ad/redirect/58/t15/
http://www.getoutzine.com/ad/redirect/1115/t15/
http://www.getoutzine.com/
http://www.getoutzine.com/taxonomy/term/2
http://www.getoutzine.com/taxonomy/term/7
http://americanwhitewater.org/content/River/detail/id/3126/
http://www.getoutzine.com/
http://www.getoutzine.com/store
http://www.getoutzine.com/user/register
http://www.getoutzine.com/node/24
http://www.getoutzine.com/node/10
http://www.getoutzine.com/node/add/general-contact
http://www.getoutzine.com/user/login
http://www.getoutzine.com/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BiefuB73qS-bxOMb7lQeF8bTGD8Lh2Sj2yovWB8CNtwGg0RkQARgBIKHwkwooBTgAUOLb129gyZ6njNCk9A-yARJ3d3cuZ2V0b3V0emluZS5jb226AQoxNjB4NjAwX2FzyAEB2gEtaHR0cDovL3d3dy5nZXRvdXR6aW5lLmNvbS9saXR0bGViZWF2ZXJjcmVla29ogAIBqAMByAMH6AOFBugDngT1AwAAAMQ&num=1&sig=AGiWqtzphLMZuP8CefB_nk1e2lxIaUKefA&client=ca-pub-7697316865707279&adurl=http://www.secondhomesatdcl.com/dcl1107welcome.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BiefuB73qS-bxOMb7lQeF8bTGD8Lh2Sj2yovWB8CNtwGg0RkQARgBIKHwkwooBTgAUOLb129gyZ6njNCk9A-yARJ3d3cuZ2V0b3V0emluZS5jb226AQoxNjB4NjAwX2FzyAEB2gEtaHR0cDovL3d3dy5nZXRvdXR6aW5lLmNvbS9saXR0bGViZWF2ZXJjcmVla29ogAIBqAMByAMH6AOFBugDngT1AwAAAMQ&num=1&sig=AGiWqtzphLMZuP8CefB_nk1e2lxIaUKefA&client=ca-pub-7697316865707279&adurl=http://www.secondhomesatdcl.com/dcl1107welcome.html
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.getoutzine.com/littlebeavercreekoh%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-7697316865707279%26adU%3Dwww.secondhomesatdcl.com%26adT%3DLuxury%2Blakefront%2Bhome%26adU%3Dwww.VisitMaryland.org%26adT%3DFamous%2BMaryland%2BLandmarks%26adU%3Dwww.beavercreek.com%26adT%3DHiking%2Bat%2BBeaver%2BCreek%25C2%25AE%26adU%3Dwww.floannscottages.com%26adT%3DFloAnn%2526%252339%253Bs%2BCottages%26adU%3Dwww.comfortinn.com/hotel-avo%26adT%3DBest%2Bvalue%2Bhotel%2Bin%2BVail%26gl%3DUS&usg=AFQjCNHsKhJClOID9DGjBVmnhraACTrr5Q

unlikely, hope for a glimpse of black bear or the two-foot-
long salamander known as the hellbender. And bring your
rod. “Fishing can be good as well ... smallmouth bass is
probably the most sought after, then you can catch saugeye
and occasional walleye,” Todd says.

You don’t need a boat (it’s all DIY, there are no liveries) to
enjoy Little Beaver Creek. The Vondergreen Trail, part of the
North Country Scenic Trail, closely parallels the creek from
Gaston’s Mill to the group camp. The mill anchors a well-kept
pioneer village and, all along the creek, there are old locks
from the 19th-century Sandy and Beaver Canal.

Where it’s at: An hour northwest of Pittsburgh; take 1-376
from the Steel City northwest 30 miles to PA-68 (exit 38)
west. As you near the Ohio border, turn northwest on
Calcutta-Smith Ferry Road 4 Y2 miles to a fork in the road,
take the right on Bell School Road 3 miles to Echo Dell Road,
turn right and follow it to Gaston’s Mill in the park.

Contact: Beaver Creek State Park,
www.dnr.state.oh.us/parks or (330) 385-3091

Digs: Reserve the group camp for a one- or two-day float
($35/night) ohio.reserveworld.com or 866-644-6727; the
Sturgis House, in East Liverpool, OH, $65 and up/night,
sturgishouse.com or (330) 382-0194

Grub: The Hot Dog Shoppe in East Liverpool, at the corner of
Market and 3rd, (330) 386-6688
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