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This week, a coalition of bicycling advocates introduced me to a new report showing that in Baltimore, ‘ OLJ [e'"
MD, pedestrian and bicycle projects created nearly twice as many jobs per dollar spent than typical road 8
projects. | |
In this case-study, "Estimating the Employment Impacts of Pedestrian, Bicycle. and Road O www
Infrastructure," the Political Economy Research Institute compiled data provided by the city of © fastlane.dot.gov
Baltimore. They found that on-street bike lanes and pedestrian measures created more direct jobs,
ooglesearc
more indirect jobs, and more induced jobs per dollar than either road upgrades or road resurfacing.
That report was followed last week by a survey released by the Centers for Disease Control and [l You like Welcome to the FastLane:
Prevention indicating widespread public support--67 percent--in America's cities for street design Blog of the U.S. Secretary of Trans
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activities that increase physical activity.
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A view around the table

Putting the two studies together creates a powerful argument for continuing the Department of United Streetcar putting Americans to work, putting
Transportation's support for bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure projects. Even as these investments America in position to win the future #transit
increase mobility, they also generate economic growth. And, people are demanding them for their http://bit.ly/hpYow?7
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communities.
| don't think anyone who reads this blog doubts my enthusiasm for increasing Americans' transportation Ewitterd Join the conversation

options. In 2009, in one of my first blog entries, | wrote that "Cyclists are important users of our
transportation systems." Since then | have demonstrated my commitment to programs that improve
options for safe bicycling. Find us on Facebook
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Ray LaHood | appreciate the work of
all of the organizations, companies, and
individuals who are engaged in the
fight for road safety during National
Distracted Driving Awareness Month
and throughout the year.

A view of the other end of the table
New study and
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The reality is that not everyone wants or can afford to own a car. And--even among vehicle owners-- 3 safety efforts...
some people prefer to get around by public transit. Others prefer to bike or walk. At DOT, we want A, LR, ?E-'VD .
. e Department o
them to get where they're going safely. e o= Transp(f’rtaﬁon
continues to alert
But, as Caron Whitaker of America Bikes said: America's drivers to

the dangers of
texting and talking

"Today, 12 percent of all trips are by bike or on foot, yet America spends only about one on a cell phone

percent of its transportation budget on bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure. And nearly 14 \k?verf]]inﬁ the whheel. .
. . . . . ether it's throu

percent of road fatalities are bicyclists and pedestrians. So we're over-represented in road our Faces of g

deaths but under-represented in road spending.” Distracted Driving

series, pamphlets

Because safety is this DOT's number one priority, that point hit home. 6,406 people like Ray LaHood.6,405
people like Ray LaHood.
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