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In 2008, the County adopted its first comprehensive plan, Allegheny Places.  Two important objectives of the 

plan are to expand the current trail system to serve future populations and to facilitate public access to the 

riverfronts.  Allegheny County Economic Development’s (ACED) Planning Division has been working towards 

the implementation of these objectives by participating in the proposed Ohio River Trail project through the 

Ohio River Trail Council (ORTC).  The ORTC is a multi-county, multi-municipal organization that includes rep-

resentatives from various Beaver and Allegheny County municipalities as well as the Beaver County Planning 

Commission (BCPC) and ACED.    William McLain and Andrew Hartwell of the Planning Division are serving on the Ohio River 

Trail Council (ORTC) South Shore Steering Committee. 

The ORTC’s consultant, Stromberg/Garrigan & Associates (SGA), recently completed a feasibility study that indentifies pro-

posed routes for the South Shore section of the proposed Ohio River Trail.  When completed, the trail will run from the Ohio 

state line to Coraopolis Borough, connecting with the existing Montour Trail at the Allegheny County Sports & Athletic Complex 

at Montour Junction. 

Currently the ORTC is focusing on the South Shore route which, in addition to Coraopolis Borough, will travel through Moon 

Township and Crescent Township.  The route will feature approximately 17 miles of both on road and off road trail, include an 

elevated boardwalk along the shoreline in Moon Township, and provide neighborhood feeder routes connecting Sewickley Bor-

ough and Neville Township to the trail.  The trail will also provide a link between the Montour Junction sports complex and 

Moon Township’s proposed riverfront park, which will be located along the river just west of Coraopolis. 

Recently, county planning staff met with municipal staff from the three Allegheny County municipalities to discuss what support 

ACED can provide to assist them with trail development in their communities.  In the near future, county planning will host a 

joint meeting with representatives of all three municipalities, BCPC, Allegheny Together and Allegheny County trail organiza-

tions to discuss how to the move the project forward. 

         Andrew Hartwell 

         -Planning Division 

EECBG BUDGET GRANTED  

demand by May 31, 2013. 

As mentioned, the audits are scheduled to be completed by Labor Day. Time then must be allowed for the individual munici-

palities to review the reports provided, decide what Energy Conservation Measures (ECM’s) to install, and to work with Du-

quesne Light and ACED on financial concerns. Based upon a particular municipality’s ability to pay for retrofit activities, three 

categories of funding will be provided based upon the low to moderate income levels of a particular municipality. 

If EECBG funding remains after initial improvements are implemented, an application process will be developed to fund other 

energy improvements. If EECBG funding is exhausted after initial improvements are implemented, the program will continue 

with funding from Duquesne Light and other Allegheny County resources. 

Allegheny County is committed to energy conservation. The creation and/or retention of jobs and increased efforts to engage 

Minority/Woman-Owned/Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (M/W/DBE’s) round out the provisions the County is employing 

to meet the goal and provide opportunities and economic stimulation within our region. 

         Fred Ralston 

         -Municipal Division 
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