
A Progress Report on Municipal Riverfront Development in Allegheny County

Carrie Furnace (Monongahela River)
The Carrie Furnace site is a 168-acre brownfield that spans Munhall, Rankin, Swissvale and Whitaker boroughs, and the City of Pittsburgh. 

The site once produced iron ore that was then transported to the Homestead Works across the Monongahela River, where the steelmaking
process was completed. The Carrie blast furnaces were built in the early 1900s, and ceased operation in the early 1980s. The Park Corporation
purchased the site in 1988 and sold the property to the Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County for $5.75 million dollars in August
2005. The remaining furnaces will be the future location of a proposed National Historic Park, while the majority of the site will be
redeveloped for commercial, light industrial and residential use.

The furnaces were designated a National Historic Landmark in 2006, and Congressman Doyle recently introduced a bill to establish a Steel
Industry National Historic Site in Allegheny County, which includes the Carrie Furnace complex.

The Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County (RAAC) has completed the installation of a stormwater line spanning the eastern portion
of the site and has extended a new waterline to service the property. RAAC has also completed underground vault excavation and site
remediation.

Allegheny County established a Carrie Furnace Master Plan Steering Committee, which includes local community and municipal leaders, 
to gain input on the future development of the site. In late 2010, RAAC released a Request for Development Proposals to outline the future
development of the site, which will include residential housing, eco-industrial and flex-office space, a riverfront trail and trail connections,
and a linkage to the East Busway in Rankin.

Ohio River Trail (Ohio River) 
In September of 2010, a planning grant was awarded to the Friends
of the Riverfront to begin an effort to connect the Three Rivers
Heritage Trail from the City of Pittsburgh to Coraopolis. This eight-
mile segment will traverse through the City of Pittsburgh, McKees
Rocks, Stowe Township, Moon Township, Neville Township and
Coraopolis. 

This effort will compliment the work of the Ohio River Trail Council and Lawrence and Beaver Counties, which have completed trail feasibility
work outside of Allegheny County. Once feasibility work from the City of Pittsburgh to Coraopolis is complete, we will have a good understanding
of the opportunity for trail development along the Ohio River all the way to Ohio. In Ohio, groups are working to connect to our trail here in
Pennsylvania. You will see a lot more activity along the Ohio River in 2011.
www.ohiorivertrail.org
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