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PPAA  WWaatteerr  TTrraaiillss  PPrrooggrraamm  
AApppplliiccaattiioonn  ffoorr  DDeessiiggnnaattiioonn  
 
The PA Water Trails Program seeks to increase the number of water trails in the Commonwealth while 
also helping water trail managers better manage their water trails.  We are asking water trail partners to 
fill to complete this application for designation as part of the PA Water Trails Program.  If you are just 
beginning your water trail efforts we understand that you may not have engaged in many of these 
activities.  The state partners want to collect information about what project managers are doing and also 
to inspire new water trail activity across the Commonwealth. 
 
*Please note - some of the answers with yes or no filled in are drop down fields.  Please select the 
appropriate response.* 
        
General Information 
Water Trail Name:    
Length:      
Geographic Reach (from beginning to end):      
Lead Managing Organization:      
Key Partners:      
Current Designation:   

American Canoe Association Recommended Water Trail  
Chesapeake Bay Gateways and Watertrails Network 
National Recreation Trail 
Wild & Scenic River 
Other Designation:       

 
User Information Available 
Water Trail Map & Guide 
 Is there a map of the water trail? No  
 When was the guide printed?       

Free Guide PFBC Format Other Format   
 Paid Guide 
  If no, do you have plans to produce a map or guide?  Please provide details.       
Web Site 
 Information is available on a web site? Yes 
 Link:       

Description/Is your website designed for public information about the water trail or is it more 
general to your organization?:      

Do you provide safety information necessary to safely use your water trail? Yes 
Please describe the safety plan or safety related activities for your water trail:       

Do you have a plan for marketing and promoting your water trail?Yes 
 Please describe marketing and promotion activities:      
 
Trail Amenities 
What types of trail amenities are available for users? 
 Public Boat Access Points    How many?       
 Private Boat Access Points  How many?       
What is the minimum and maximum distance between access points on your water trail?        
Do you currently have sufficient access points to be able to provide a safe trail experience (i.e., are there 
logical beginning and stopping points for typical paddling trips)? Yes 

Signage     How many?       
What Type? Interpretive Orientation & Safety Wayfinding 
 Marking Access Sites Other:       
 Do you have a signage plan?Yes  
 Date/name:       
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Camping Areas Mainland  How many?       
Comfort Stations/Restroom Facilities How many?       
Outfitters     How many?       
Access to land trail:       
Other Amenities:       

Do you have any needs for developing new amenities?:       
  
Fulfillment of PA Water Trail Principles 
#1 Partnerships/Feasibility 
How are trail partners organized for the management, planning and stewardship of your trail?       
Did you undergo a water trail feasibility study?  A feasibility study answers the basic question of whether it 
makes sense to develop a water trail on a given waterway.  A feasibility study is a process that includes: 
the identification of a water trail committee, inventory of the waterway, public outreach through public 
meeting, analysis of inventory, recommendations based on the inventory (i.e., we need to develop 
additional boat access points).  The end result is typically the development of a water trail map and guide.  
      
 
#2 Stewardship 
Have you developed a plan for the stewardship and conservation of your water trail? Yes 

Plans include assessing current situation of water trail facilities, developing a vision, developing 
management principles, developing an action plan, determining organizational structure. 

What type, if any, stewardship activities do you organize, promote or participate in?  Please describe.   
 Maintenance of Facilities:       
 Clean up Efforts:       
 Monitor Water Quality:       
 Invasive Species Control Awareness Activities:       
 Other:       
 
#3 Volunteerism 
Do you provide volunteer opportunities for community members to participate in your organization or 
planned volunteer activities? Yes 
Please describe:       
Do you have a program for volunteer coordination, management or longer-term cultivation? Yes 
Please Describe:       
Do you have an interest in or need assistance to develop a volunteer management program:       
 
#4 Education 
Do you use your water trail to provide educational opportunities? Yes 
 Examples include providing educational materials or programs. 
Please describe:       
 
#5 Conservation 
Do you or another organization engage in land conservation activities along your water trail? Yes 
 This can include conservation of land and habitat restoration efforts. 
 Please describe:       
Are any of the following plans/inventories complete? 
 River Conservation Plan, date/name:       
 Riparian Buffer Protection Plan/Activities, date/name:       
 Inventory of Significant Watersheds & Landscapes, date/name:       
 Other:       
 
#6 Community Vitality 
Does your water trail have access to or connect to a land trail? Yes 

If yes, are there any shared facilities (i.e., parking lots, restrooms, signage, maps)? Yes Please 
describe:       
Please describe any work that you are doing to connect your land and water trail:       
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Is there an interpretive plan for your water trail? Yes date/name:      
Interpretive plans identify major themes (natural, cultural and stewardship based) along the 
corridor.  Plans can guide development of wayside exhibits and other interpretive materials. 

 
#7 Diversity 
Please describe any activities that you undertake to increase the cultural diversity of uses of your water 
trail (i.e. targeted programming or outreach efforts):       

In this case we are looking for information about any activities that you undertake to expand the 
people using your water trail beyond paddlers who would be involved with or without the 
development of the water trail. 
  

#8 Wellness & Wellbeing 
Please describe any activities to strengthen the connection between your water trail and the health of 
community members (i.e. wellness activities):       
Do you have a public health partner?  If yes please name them:       
 
Future PA Water Trail Activities 
What, if any, technical assistance needs do you have?      
The PA Water Trails Program is considering technical assistance workshops.  Do you have any 
recommendations for topic areas?      
 Any recommended speakers?      
What future plans do you have for your water trail (future projects)?       
What issues/needs do you have on your water trails that are significant?       
 
 


